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Functional Integration and Public Mission of University Community
Engagement: A Cases Study Based on Pittsburgh Model

Wang Qing, Wang Qiong

Abstract: University community engagement has become a new paradigm for transforming traditional university functions. The
Pittsburgh Model further clarifies the core concept and implementation path of university community engagement. As a repre-
sentative case of Pittsburgh Model, the Maine Sustainable Solutions Initiative highlights academic research as a carrier and
guidance for university community engagement activities, effectively realizing interdisciplinary research and teaching be-
tween the university and the community, and focusing research on solving practical problems in the community. The Arlington
Troubled Youth exemplifies the elements that enable sustainable research partnerships to be established, including organiza-
tional structure support and consultative mechanisms for university — community mobility collaborations. As a concentrated
embodiment of the concept and initiatives of university community engagement, Pittsburgh Model can effectively promote the
integration of university teaching, scientific research and social service functions, and realize the far— reaching connection
between university and society under the direction of university public mission. In the process of striving for" double first—
class", Chinese universities can also refer to the Pittsburgh model in terms of the resources of university running, the task of
cultivating talents and the evaluation of universities.

Key words: university community engagement; Pittsburgh model; three functions of university; the public mission of universi-

ties;social services of higher education
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