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The Impact of Learning Analytics Tool on Collaborative Learning Performance from the

Perspective of Group Awareness
LI Yanyan, ZHANG Yuan, SU You, BAO Haogang, XING Shuang

Abstract: Awareness, an important indicator to guide individual behavior, is not only the cognition of a certain
fact but also the beginning of understanding the surrounding environment. While group awareness refers to being
informed about specific aspects of group activity process and it is an important factor to guarantee the efficiency and
quality of cooperative learning. But due to the fact that group awareness information is implicit, learners often need
to spend a lot of time and energy to obtain relevant information, which leads to negative participation, dissociation
from tasks and other phenomena. Learning analytics tools can make awareness information explicit and reduce
awareness load. However, previous studies on group awareness have provided learners with more dispersed types of
awareness information, and most of the learning analytics tools are designed only to aim at some type of awareness
information. Effective cooperative learning requires three types of group awareness: cognitive awareness, behavioral
awareness and social awareness. Based on the perspective of group awareness, in the real teaching situation, the
exploration on the effect of using learning analytics tools to provide multi-dimensional awareness information can
help students optimize the collaborative learning process and promote the integration of education and technology.
Results of Quasi—experimental research show that learning analytics tools have a significant impact on the network
density of group interaction and can significantly improve the enthusiasm of the group to participate in collaborative
learning. However, in terms of group grade, the impact is not obvious, which needs further research.

Keywords: Group Awareness; Online Collaborative Learning; Learning Analytics Tools; Learning Performance
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MOOC-Based Degree: Main Characteristics and Value Analysis

WANG Yu, WANG Qiong

Abstract: MOOC-based degree is a product of further in—depth cooperation between universities and MOOC
platforms. Unlike MOOC Micro—Credentials and other traditional distance degree programs, learners in a
MOOC-based degree need to complete more than ten courses on MOOC platform, following the curriculum and
learning plan provided by the university. When learners earn all the credits, an official degree or diploma will be
awarded. In recent years, international MOOC providers such as Coursera, edX and Futurelearn have been exerted
on MOOC-based degree. By the end of November 2018, there had been 46 MOOC-based degrees on different
MOOC platforms. In addition to official diploma or degree certificate, MOOC—-based degree program has several
characteristics, including: setting the curriculum system and learning path for learners, 100% online mode which
supports flexible learning and international discussion, providing open and free test opportunities, and more MOOC
learning and teaching support for learners. The essence of MOOC-based degree is the openness of curriculum
system. Following the learning path, the learners can learn more scientifically. From this perspective, it can also be
seen as the continuation of the Open Educational Resource (OER) movement after the openness of curriculum
experience. MOOC-based degree can bring positive impacts to different stakeholders including MOOC platforms,
universities and learners. Chinese universities and MOOC platforms can also learn from the experiences of
MOOC-based degree, focusing on the construction of MOOC service system and product system, and further
strengthen the role of MOOC in promoting lifelong learning.

Keywords: MOOC; Degree Program; Curriculum System; Open Education; Lifelong Learning
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